






Transferring liquid cargoes or fuels 

Before starting, DO: 
 ● Have a safety brie� ng. Discuss hazards and safety equipment. 

 ● Have suitable absorbent material available on deck. 

 ● Plug deck scuppers.

 ● Have portable emergency transfer pump ready. 

 ● Close all sea valves and overboard valves. 

 ● Establish communication between o� -loading vessel and on-loading vessel. 
Arrange an emergency stop signal. 
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During pumping, DO: 
 ● Check the sea regularly for signs of leaks. 

 ● Ensure good communication between people on deck and people in cargo 
control room. 

 ● Leave enough ullage (empty space) in cargo tanks 
for line drainage and thermal expansion. 

DON’T: 
 ● Don’t top o�  tanks at full loading rate. 

Go slowly. 

 ● Don’t disconnect hoses before they have drained. 
Remember to vent them so they can drain. 



Machinery operations with 
potential to pollute 

Some pieces of machinery can cause pollution when they 
malfunction. If you are assigned to engine room watch, 
be familiar with all the machinery and know the 

possibilities for oil pollution that can come from internal 
equipment problems. 

Here are some examples: 
 ● All air compressors carry over a trace of oil into the compressed air 

receiver. This oil is removed by a coalescing � lter. An air compressor with 
worn or incorrect seals can carry over large quantities of oil. The oil will 

then overwhelm the � lter and be drained out with the 
condensed moisture in the air-cooler section of the air 
compressor. 

 ● Oil coolers and heat exchangers can pollute if oil seeps through a 
tube leak to the water side. 

 ● Oil can carry over into an inert gas scrubber and be discharged with the 
scrubber discharge. 

then overwhelm the � lter and be drained out with the 
condensed moisture in the air-cooler section of the air 
compressor. 
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What to do in the case of an oil spill:
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1.  Report the incident 

2.  Provide all 
reasonable 
cooperation and 
assistance requested by 
a government o�  cial 
in connection with 
removal activities 

3.  Comply with a 
clean-up order 
issued by an appropriate 
governmental o�  cial 

4.  Seek legal counsel 
if you have questions 
about your rights
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A responsible party 
should expect investigations 
from many sources—
both state and federal. 

In the event of a marine casualty, the USCG 
investigates to determine the cause of the accident. 
The USCG may also conduct a personnel 

investigation to determine whether a U.S. licensed 
individual contributed to the accident. 

National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) may 
investigate a major marine casualty in the case of loss 
of 6 or more lives; loss of vessel of 100 or more gross tons; 
$500,000 or more of property damage; or serious threat to 
life, property, or the environment due to a spill. The NTSB 
attempts to determine the probable cause and issues a 
report of that determination. 
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We hope this is a helpful general guide for you and your shipmates to 
protect the environment while promoting a safe and e�  cient workplace. 
Remember, the actions of you and your fellow 
crew members can have a lasting impact—it’s 
critical that communication on board is clear and 
constant. 

To contact the Center for Seafarers’ Rights,
please email us at 
csr@seamenschurch.org 
or call +1 973-589-5828. 

Douglas B. Stevenson, Director 

These other government agencies may also 
investigate oil spills: 

 ● Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)

 ● Department of Justice (DOJ)

 ● Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI)

 ● Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) 

 ● Flag states 

 ● State and local agencies, including police, the local district attorney 
and the attorney general 

 ● Responsible party internal investigations, including National Oceanic 
and Atmospheric Association Natural Resource Damage Assessment 
(NRDA) investigations. 
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